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Quarterback Adams Jr. leaving for Oregon
Star football player will face off against EWU in the “Quackpack”
By Sam Deal
sports editor

cruited. This is a guy that we developed
and during that three to four years, obviously Oregon doesn’t feel like they’ve
EWU’s football team and Vernon recruited and developed a guy to that
Adams Jr. have known for months they same level that we did here in Cheney,
would be facing new and daunting chal- Washington. So I’ll be honest with you,
lenges at Autzen Stadium in Eugene, Or- that can be kind of frustrating.”
The Pasadena, California, native reegon, on Sept. 6 when the Ducks will host
the Eagles.
ceived two scholarship offers before
The matchup took a dramatic turn choosing EWU and leading the Eagles
when Adams announced Monday, via his to a record of 28-7 in games, which he
Instagram, that he will be transferring to played.
the University of Oregon. A little more
Adams will finish his EWU career
than a week after visiting Eugene, Ad- with 10,438 yards, 110 touchdowns and
a two-time runner-up for
ams’ announcement means
the Walter Payton Award.
he will be facing off against
“This is a guy
“What he has accomhis former team in his first
game as a member of the
plished
in three seasons,
that we recruited.
Ducks.
many more would like
This is a guy that to accomplish in six [seaBecause of the NCAA fifthwe developed and sons],” said Chaves. “But
year transfer rule, Adams will
be eligible to join the reigning
we’ll move on, as I’ve said
during that three
Pac-12 champion Ducks this
to a number of our peers,
to four years,
spring after he graduates with
I was at the NCAA
obviously Oregon as
a degree in recreation managemeetings last week, amazdoesn’t feel like
ment and enrolls in graduate
ingly we will play 11 on
classes at UO.
11, and we will play with a
they’ve recruited
“Those are the rules we play
quarterback.”
and developed a
by right now, and it certainly
Adams previously had
guy to that same
put us in an interesting situasuccess against UO Pac-12
level that we did
rivals Oregon State and the
tion,” said EWU athletic director Bill Chaves. “When you
here in Cheney...” University of Washington,
combining for over 1,000 tohave student-athletes succeed at
high level, I guess we will take
tal yards and 13 total touchthis every day.”
downs, defeating OSU in
Adams has not been guaran2013 and narrowly losing to
EWU football head coach
UW in 2014.
teed the starting spot for UO but
After
missing
four
is now the favorite to replace
games this season, Adams
2014 Heisman trophy-winner
came back to lead the Eagles
Marcus Mariota.
“I’m happy for Vernon,” said EWU in two wins over the University of Montana
redshirt sophomore quarterback Jordan and a loss against Illinois State University in
West. “It is quite the opportunity that he the FCS quarterfinals.
During his absence, West led the Eahas been presented with. I know he is going to do big things.”
gles to a 3-1 record, completing 60.6 perThe transfer is rare territory because cent of his passes for nine touchdowns
very few players have attempted the leap and just one interception.
from Football Championship Subdivi“Those four games were monumental
for me,” said West. “Just the way the game
sion to the Football Bowl Subdivision.
“There are times, where as a coach, flowed from the first game to the fourth
yeah, it frustrates you,” said head coach game was a big difference for me.”
West is the only quarterback on the
Beau Baldwin. “This is a guy that we re-

Beau Baldwin

EWU roster with game experience.
Baldwin said the competition for next year’s
starter would be open,
but West will be the
number one guy on
day one of spring ball.
“The things Jordan did in four
games are as good,
if not better, than
some All-American
[quarterbacks] I’ve
had, in their first four
starts,” said Baldwin. “But at the same
token, you just got to
know this [competition]
is going to be a dogfight,
and he knows that.”
The teams will
have an added
sense of familiarity when they
face off, which
will
make
September’s
matchup that
much more interesting.
“I’m sure
it will change
the dynamic,”
said
West.
“Either way,
if
[Adams]
would have
stayed,
Oregon
would
have been gunning for him,
and now he left
so we are going
to be gunning
for him. He is going to have some
knowledge of our
players, so we may
have to change up
some stuff, possibly.”

Eastern Africana Studies director beats cancer, battles injustice
By Alla Drokina
staff writer
After a near-death experience many years ago,
Scott Finnie, Ph.D., director
of the EWU Africana Studies Program, has a deeper
motivation to live out a
meaningful life and help
further equality.
It began when he received two startling diagnoses in 2000.
He had cancer outside
of his liver and a disease,
primary sclerosing cholangitis, that was destroying his liver. Finnie had
six months left to receive a
liver transplant or his doctor warned he would not
make it.
At first, finding a donor
proved difficult because
several factors had to line
up for the match to succeed. The donor had to be
Photo by Laura Lango in good physical shape to
endure surgery, and had
Dr. Finnie became the EWU Africana department director in 2014.

INSIDE:

to match up to Finnie with
blood type and disease history. The typical wait time
before finding a match can
be around three years.
“These two diseases hit
out of nowhere,” said Finnie.
Finnie was normally in
excellent shape growing
up and took great care of
himself. He never suspected this sort of diagnosis
would come his way.
Fortunately, Jim Mogensen, a member from Finnie’s church whose wedding
Finnie had officiated 25 years
prior to that, had volunteered
to donate his liver.
“It was a caucasian,
farm boy from Idaho who
had the perfect liver for a
black, urban guy from California,” said Finnie.
This was not Finnie’s
first brush with the reality of death. When Finnie
was 14 years old, his older
brother died from a drug
overdose.

“It stunned me and
changed me forever, but facing [death] myself was really
something,” said Finnie.
Now, it is over 10 years
since the transplant. Finnie
said he is in great health and
currently cancer free.
“I got a second lease on life,
and it definitely has stabilized
me as to what the meaning of
life is,” said Finnie.
For Finnie, life bears
much more meaning when
it is spent in the pursuit of
helping others and striving
to achieve an equilibrium
of social justice.
“I like being a bridge
for people,” said Finnie.
“I’m most passionate about
social justice, that every
individual be given an opportunity and access to resources in order to reach
their full potential.”
His passion for justice
stems from his upbringing
and environment. Finnie grew
up in the Bay Area, which at

the time, was the forefront of
the hippie movement, the civil
rights movement and rampant student activism.
Finnie not only witnessed
protests and activism on the
streets, but in his own dining room at home as well. He
grew up in a Christian home
with seven older siblings: one
sister and six brothers. Three
of his older brothers were involved with the movements in
the area. The idea of fighting
for change was ingrained in
Finnie ever since he was little.
His family suffered their
own share of injustices. Finnie’s older brother was denied
the opportunity to play basketball in high school because
he was black.
“He was not allowed in
highschool to reach his potential … because they did not
want to have too many people
of color to play and dominate
the team,” said Finnie.
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Upcoming Events:
February
Feb. 11: A open event on birth
control, as part of Sexual Health
Awareness Week, will start at 1
p.m. in Kingston 137.
Feb. 11: Condom Mania, a
fun event surrounding sexual
health and sexuality, will take
place at the URC near the Roost
starting at 7 p.m.

Feb. 11: Women Musicians in
the South African Freedom
Struggle: Native South African
Sheila Woodward, Ph.D., and
associate professor and director of EWU Music Education,
will take participants through a
journey through voices of South
African women fighting their
struggle for freedom through
song. The presentation starts at
1 p.m. in 205 Monroe Hall.
Feb. 16: EWU Scholarship
deadline for 2015-2016.

Feb. 11: The NWCCU
Accreditation is sponsoring an
open town hall meeting. The
purpose of the meeting is to
provide information on the 2015
report, ask questions and learn
about the process. Meetings
will be held at the Cheney and
Riverpoint campuses. This
accreditation and open feedback
helps EWU for future prospects
on education and students. For
more information, please visit
ewu.edu/about/ewu-events/
ewu-nwccu-15.

OPINION: Don’t sign this
new petition
A movement is shaking
Spokane to repeal the law
making it illegal for law
enforcement to ask about
a person’s immigration
status, page 8
Graphic by Joseph Weeden
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How do you feel about professors who do not use Canvas? • Send us your responses on Twitter.

Nature in control: Winter weather warmer
By Alex Miller
staff writer
The uncontrollable shivers
and constant battles with snow
are not as common around EWU
this winter as in prior because
the Pacific Northwest is in the
middle of a warming period
called El Niño.
Robert Quinn, Ph.D., a meteorologist and professor of geography at EWU, said, “We are in
an El Niño event, which is a condition where the Eastern Equatorial Pacific gets much warmer
than normal. Some areas are almost immune to it, but other areas are heavily influenced by it,
[and] we’re one of them.”
According to the website for
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, “El
Niño results from interaction
between the surface layers of the
ocean and the overlying atmosphere in [the] tropical Pacific.”
Because of this, fish populations may dwindle, which will
affect the mammals who survive
off them, according to the website of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife.
El Niño is a naturally occurring event that humans have
little influence over. Quinn said
it is an event that has occurred
for centuries, so humans are not
provoking it.
“There are other impacts on
climate, [such as] global warming, and if you want to extend
that to the natural sequences of
El Niño, if the atmosphere and
the ocean are getting warmer,

El Niños are probably going to
be more frequent and a little bit
more long lasting,” said Quinn.
“That’s about the only tentative
link you could make.”
During an El Niño winter,
“what happens is the storm
track splits; part of it goes north
into South Alaska, the other
part goes south into California,” said Quinn.
El Niño can have different effects around the world, but in the
Pacific Northwest, it results in a
warmer winter that is typically
more dry with low snowfall.
However, “there is a variation in terms of El Niño patterns,” said Quinn. “Instead of
having a drought winter, we
end up with near-normal precipitation because the southern
branch of the storm track heads
just far enough north to get us
in it.”
“This winter, we’re bouncing around between the highpressure ridge, the fog and low
clouds [and] the drought pattern,” said Quinn.
As a result, the Pacific Northwest may avoid experiencing a
drought from this winter.
Quinn said this El Niño is a
weak one that he believes will
not extend into next year. “Right
now, I don’t see a major drought
[coming] in the Pacific Northwest,” he said.
California, on the other hand,
is still suffering from drought,
and the time to try and reverse
that is running out.
“California is in their fourth
year of drought, and it’s get-

Illustration by Lauren Campbell

ting awful late in their season,”
said Quinn. “Hopefully in the
next month and a half, they’ll
get some relief, but there’s no
way in that period of time that

they’re going to suddenly fill
up all [of] the reservoirs, since
they’re sitting at 25 percent
right now.”
He said California’s multibil-

Canvas: Useful or
Hindrance?

Newspaper options absent on campus
By Katie Dunn
staff writer
If students want a hard-copy
newspaper at EWU they will have to
pay for one, or read The Easterner.
The ASEWU announced on Feb.
6 the termination of its readership
program, which provided students
with free copies of The New York
Times and The Spokesman-Review.
Members of the ASEWU felt the
cost of the program was too high for
the number of students using it and
that the funding for the program
could be used in other places, said
Keirstan Hanson, director of finances for the ASEWU.
The program was established to
offer Eastern students a chance to
get engaged in classroom conversations and to help them develop
higher-thinking skills.
The ASEWU originally allotted
$11,000 for the program, but the cost
went up over time, said Hanson.
At the start of the 2005 fall quarter, the ASEWU began contributing
money for the program, along with
Academic Affairs and deans from
individual colleges, according to the
2012-2013 ASEWU’s budget questionnaire response.
During the 2011-2012 academic

year, two of the other contributors to
At the beginning of the 2014-2015 fall
the program ceased funding, forcing quarter, they disappeared altogether.
the ASEWU to cover more of the cost.
Hanson said not many students
According to ASEWU’s recent came to talk to the ASEWU when
press release, they were asked to the newspapers stopped appearing,
contribute just over
but a few professors
$21,000 annually to
“If students really asked about bringing
keep the program
them back.
want this, we’re
running. Alternatives
Journalism instrucnot going to say
were considered.
tors like William Stim“We
originally 100 percent no, like son and Jamie Neely
thought, ‘Hey, let’s
some of the faculty
we’re going to look are
just bump it down
members who used the
into it if they really newspapers in class
and do 30 papers a
day on campus,’” said want it, but we have to provide examples
Hanson. “But at the
for students.
not really heard
same time, we have
The
ASEWU
anything from
people coming to us
thought about paying
the students.”
and saying, ‘Hey,
for online copies of
why aren’t you fundthe newspapers, but it
ing this anymore?’”
would still have been
Eastern’s readerexpensive and the
Director of ASEWU finances
ship program went
professors preferred
through several phasthe physical copies,
es of distribution.
said Hanson.
Two years ago, newspapers were
“If students really want this, we’re
located in the PUB’s Eagle Express not going to say 100 percent no, like
Market, said Hanson. Students we’re going to look into it if they recould show their IDs to the cashiers ally want it,” said Hanson. “But we
and they would receive their paper. have not really heard anything from
During the 2013-2014 academic the students.”
year, 150 newspapers were placed
To contact ASEWU about the
in bins around the PUB daily and Campus Readership Program call
were available to anyone who Keirstan Hanson, ASEWU director
wanted one.
of finances, at 509-359-7052.

Keirstan Hanson

lion-dollar industry of irrigators
are beginning to have water rationed for them to be filled. “The
end result is that California is in
a terrible situation,” said Quinn.

By Mike Hantho
staff writer
Eastern’s
utilization of Canvas has been
called into question on
whether it is as beneficial to students and faculty as initially believed.
According to Eastern
24/7, Canvas has been
running since the fall
of 2012 after the testing
phase was completed
during the summer.
Since 2012, features
such as the Single SignOn (SSO) and anti-plagiarism systems have
been added to Canvas
to make both student
and faculty access more
user-friendly.
“Canvas
brings
many exciting new features and capabilities
to EWU with the goal
of enhancing the user
experience while mitigating frustration,” according to the Eastern
24/7 website. “Everyone who is a member

of the EWU community
should be able to log
onto Canvas and interact with the system.”
Brendan Colbert, a
junior majoring in music, has been studying at
Eastern for two years.
Colbert said Canvas
has been a generally
positive experience and
said he thinks it is a useful tool for giving students the opportunities
and advantages they
might not have under
other circumstances.
“[Instructors]
can
post videos, lectures or
anything else that can
help aid in studying,”
said Colbert. “However, I think that it can
be a downfall if it’s relied upon too much, because classroom learning is very important.
When Canvas is used
as a crutch, it can take
away the incentive to
come to class.”

CANVAS-PAGE 6

AMERICAN OPPORTUNITY CREDIT

Can you
Just
use an $1,000
GET
extra
to
$2,500
IT!!
The really good news is that $1,000 of that is
refundable, meaning you could get that back
as a refund even if you don’t owe any taxes

Prepare your 2015 tax return by going to

http://prep.1040.com/ShepardCpa
and clicking on the blue box to prepare
your return online
Or call

(509) 235-6014

and we can do it for you!

Price range

FREE to $39.95
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Check us out
at
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For more information and a full listing of Black History Month events, visit http://sites.ewu.edu/diversity/black-history-month-events/.
Thursday, Feb. 12

Tuesday, Feb. 17

Wednesday, Feb. 18

•“Never Broken: The
Evolution of the Black
Family” lectured by Dr. Gloria Baynes and Dr. LaToya
Brackett.

• “Black is Beautiful: Afrocentric Hair and Fashion”
with Professor Rachel
Dolezal

•Dr. Scott Finnie presents,
“The Story of Race in
America and the Presidency of Barack Obama”

2:30 p.m. | Monroe 205

1 p.m. | Tawanka A, B
and C

1 p.m.| Tawanka A, B
and C

Thursday, Feb. 19

Tuesday, Feb. 24

Wednesday, Feb. 25

•“The Marva Collins
Story”

•“Time Wise” lecture and
reception to follow.

n/a | Monroe 207

11 a.m.| Showalter Auditorium

•“Keepers of the Dream
Award and Recognition
Ceremony”
3 p.m. |Tawanka A, B
and C

Black History Month: A celebration of culture

Illustration by Lauren Campbell

From Negro History Week to a month of prominent American history, leaders’ influence live on
By Ariel Kimbleton
staff writer
In 1926, Dr. Carter G. Woodson,
known as the “Father of Black History,”
initiated Negro History Week, which fell
between the birthdays of Fredrick Douglas and Abraham Lincoln.
Woodson, founder of the Association for the Study of African American
Life and History, dedicated much of his
life to bringing awareness to how African Americans were significantly influential in political, economic and social

structures of the United States and of
the world. In 1976, Negro History Week
was extended to the full month of February in honor of the country’s bicentennial. Today, Woodson’s legacy lives on
in Black History Month.
For the past 39 years, Black History
Month has been celebrated throughout
the United States, giving people of color a
platform to discuss the black experience.
EWU is participating in the discussion
with events being held all month long.
“Reclaim, Renew, Rejoice!” is this
year’s theme for Black History Month on

campus. Hosted by the Africana Studies Program, with certain events cosponsored by various other departments
such as the Women’s and Gender Study
Center, the event is meant to bring
awareness to black excellence in history
and culture.
“We are excited to bring into light
the many positive aspects of our culture,
which is American and world culture,” said
LaToya Brackett, Africana coordinator. “We
will have lectures, discussions, exhibitions
and awards, all which will present the positive core in Black History and Culture.”

Each event presented will follow
this theme. According to Brackett, the
topics include: the African Continent
and some of its ancient empires, Black
Leadership, the strength and resilience
of Black Women, the never broken
Black Family, the evolution of Black
hair, President Barack Obama and his
success despite tribulation, education
and how all students can succeed and
how some Black movements created artistic expressions.
Black History Month events on the
EWU campus will be held all month long.

“Dragon Age: Inquisition,” a refreshing round three

Image contibuted by GameCrate.

“Dragon Age: Inquisition”
is BioWare’s newest entry in
the fantasy “Dragon Age” franchise and fits
right in with
its
already
spectacular
track record.
“Inquisition” returns
the player to
the world still
racked from
Chris Mudd
events in the
previous titles
of the series, which may leave
newcomers feeling lost. It’s an
expansive world, but within
a few hours of gameplay the
player should be brought up to

speed and feel right at home.
The player leads the Inquisition, a group of like-minded adventurers attempting to unite a
nation engulfed in a violent war
between the sword-and-shieldwielding Templar and the magicusing Mages. While we saw the
initial breakout of the war in the
final scenes of the second game in
the franchise, “Dragon Age 2,” it
is in this installment where we see
the war hit full speed.
It’s refreshing to play a game
with philosophical elements to its
plot, where the player not only
has to make substantial moral
decisions within the game, but is
forced to consider real-life parallels to social issues in the world

today. The bigotry and ignorance
associated with the order of the
Templar make allegorical connections between the war in the game
and instances of inequality and
power today in reality.
The side-quests are a fun distraction, and they never feel like a
chore. At times, the quests do feel
somewhat unnecessary and don’t
fit into the main story of the world.
When embarking on a mystical
quest to unite a nation, I don’t
know if I’d be willing to take time
out of my busy schedule to help
some old lady find an old tome
she lost.
Previous BioWare titles have
managed to avoid this issue, such
as in the “Mass Effect” games,

where most of the side-quests
feel like you’re saving a species
from extinction. Still, the silly sidequests didn’t keep “Inquisition”
from being enthralling. The player
scarcely goes a few feet before being bombarded with things to do.
The musical score of “Inquisition” suffers, as it seems unmotivated and uninspired, just going
through the motions of what is
supposed to be a sweeping and
theatrical fantasy score. There
are no risks and it seems to be
a cookie-cutter representation
of what a medieval soundtrack
should be without any flare or
real life within it.
Role-playing game elements
and hack-and-slash action come

together to create a visceral and
fun combat system. The player
is given a strategic option, enabling them to zoom out over
the battlefield and choose every
action of every character in the
party, or the player is able to
do battle in real-time in thirdperson. Much like “Dragon Age
2,” the combat itself feels amazing, with powerful moves and
responsive controls. It’s just as
fun as before and is certainly a
highlight of the experience.
“Dragon Age: Inquisition” is a
worthy entry in BioWare’s archive
of games. While at times it feels
dry, the world they have built is
a world where the player can lose
themselves for days at a time.
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Visit easterneronline.com for the latest social events happening in Spokane. Tweet us events that are coming up @EasternerOnline.

Students’ view on Black History Month: Is one month enough?
By Shawntelle Moncy &
Alla Drokina
for the easterner
Some African-American students at EWU would argue that 28
out of 365 days a year to celebrate
black history is not sufficient.
According to a head count survey
done by Ethnic Diversity at EWU fall
quarter, 3.21 percent of the student
population marked being black or
African-American. That is approximately 432 students out of 13,453.
Senior journalism major Whitney Mitchell, who identifies as
African-American, regards Black
History Month with reverence and
holds it in high esteem, she questions whether one month devoted
to black history is adequate.
“I understand why it was created and the significance of it, but it
[kind of] makes you wonder if Black
History Month should be a month,”
said Mitchell. “I’m grateful for what
we have and I think it’s amazing that
we have Black History Month, but

should we dedicate a month to that Month is necessary.
or should it always be about black
“Although the past is not always
history, about everybody’s history?” easy to talk about,” Mintah said. “It
Mitchell does not mean she still needs to be talked about.”
wants to obliterate
Mintah wants the
the celebratory as- “I understand why focus of Black History
pect of Black Histo be helping
it was created and Month
tory Month. Howpeople become more
the significance of educated on Africanever, she hopes to see
it, but it [kind of] American history.
black history as an
ongoing celebration makes you wonder
EWU
Africana
and education.
Studies Professor Raif Black History
“I wish our socichel Doležal thinks
Month should
ety and our schools,
that cleaning up
our
institutions,
University
textbe a month.”
threw in everybody’s
books to not include
history when we talk
black history “is not
about American histhe solution.”
tory because, really,
“Our
story
senior journalism major
American history is
should be taught
never just American
year round,” said
history,” said Mitchell. “I think our Doležal. “But until then, we
history books skim over or down- need to use this month we have
play that.”
to it’s fullest potential.”
Samuel Minah, a sophomore
“I feel like we shouldn’t just have
business marketing major who a month,” said sophomore criminal
racially identifies as Ghanaian- justice major Kiyanna Shamsid’deen,
American, said Black History who racially identifies as Afri-

Whitney Mitchell

can-American and Caribbean.
“We’ve done a lot more than a
month of fighting.”
Brit-tani Terry, a senior exercise science major who identifies
as African-American, said black
history cannot be summed up in
a month.
“Black history has been around
just as long as white history,” said
Terry.
Junior international affairs
major Haita Toure, who also
identifies as African-American,
agreed with Terry.
“Your history is involved in my
history,” said Terry. “You don’t really know about yourself if you don’t
know about us.”
Toure and Terry said they want
to see actual diversity in tangible situations rather than just promotion of
diversity on campus.
Mitchell said people still treat her
a certain way because of the color of
her skin. Sometimes it comes in the
form of intimidation.
“I’d love for you to approach

Rooster Teeth animator dead at 33
By Chris Mudd
staff writer
Internet production
company Rooster Teeth
established itself before
the days of YouTube in
the early 2000s, animating character models
within “Halo” multiplayer and dubbing in
voice acting they recorded in their closet. The
resulting show was the
origin of one of the most
popular internet programs, “Red vs. Blue.”
Now, over a decade
later, they have over eight
million subscribers on
YouTube and 3.5 billion
views. Rooster Teeth is a
powerhouse in the online
entertainment medium,
releasing videos daily to
the praise of their evergrowing fan base.
”The thing I like about
them is how diverse they

are,” said fan of the company Jordan Flett. ”They
put out numerous things
daily that keep their community entertained. Their
commitment to creating
tons of quality content for
their fans is something
that you just don’t see a
lot of on the internet.”
However, the company was struck with
tragedy as one of their
show runners and lead
animators, Monty Oum,
fell ill after a severe allergic reaction during
a minor surgical procedure. “Monty is a tremendous talent who has
accomplished so much
in his young life,” Rooster Teeth said in a statement. “He has an amazing creative ability and
the drive to put it to use.
That is a rare combination, and we are proud
to have shared in it.”

FINNIE:

CONTINUED FROM FRONT
“His chances for college
basketball were shot down,
and that impacted whether
he could get an education.”
Finnie cites his father,
an entry-level management
postal worker, as his primary
example for handling these
offenses with grace and a determination to combat them.
“[My father] faced a number of environments of racial
discrimination,” said Finnie.
“I saw him try to navigate it
yet keep his dignity and love
for mankind in spite of how he
was inhumanely treated. That
left a great impact on me.”
Finnie tries to bring the
same kind of vitality and
love into everything he does,

Oum established himself as an internet powerhouse in the early 2000s,
producing high-quality
action sequences featuring various video game
characters. “Dead Fantasy,” featuring characters
from “Final Fantasy” and
“Dead or Alive,” is perhaps one of his most recognizable works.
After news of Oum’s
illness hit the web, crowdfunding website gofundme.com set a monetary
goal of $50,000 to aid in
his medical expenses and
support. Five days later,
over $240,000 was raised.
Unable to recover
from his allergic reaction,
Oum died on Feb. 2.
After his death, Rooster Teeth made a simple
request of their fans, saying, “In lieu of flowers
or gifts, we ask that you
simply do something cre-

including his position in the
Africana department. To
him, the Africana department
plays a vital part on campus.
“It’s a tool and a means of
inspiration, confirmation and
support of people seeking to
know who they are and to
know where they fit in history and to see their potential,”
said Finnie.
Finnie became director of the
Africana department last summer, an administrative position
that is also part-time teaching.
“I don’t want to stop teaching; that’s like getting paid to
do my hobby,” said Finnie.
Over the years, Finnie has
learned not to take himself so
seriously, which he said is a
contrast from the kid he was
in college.
“I was this energetic book-

me as Whitney rather than treating me a certain way because I’m
black or treat me as if I will treat
you a certain way because you are
white,” said Mitchell.
“If getting to know people as
people first was our primary objective wherever, whenever, however, I think that would eliminate
a lot of things.”
EWU Director of Equal Rights
and Opportunity Gayla Thomas
identifies as a black American,
born and raised in the United
States. Thomas served in the military for 24 years, but she said we
have yet to arrive at complete diversity as a nation.
Thomas said he feels there are
numerous achievements AfricanAmericans have accomplished in
the past that go unnoticed by the
majority. For Thomas, attempting to reach diversity must come
through education and awareness.
“To me, promoting unity
means teaching it 365 days a year,”
said Thomas.

“Real Talk”
provides real
perspective
By Jaclyn Archer
eagle life editor

Contributed by Rooster Teeth
Monty Oum at an award show before his death.

ative. Use your imagination to make the world a
better place in any way
that you can.”
“If you know Monty

worm who loved basketball.
I ate, slept and drank basketball but always tried to get
straight A’s,” said Finnie.
Finnie attended Gonzaga
University on a basketball
scholarship where he earned
a Bachelor of Arts in English
and a minor in criminal justice. Later, he earned a master’s degree in American history at EWU.
His original intent was
to pursue law, eventually
politics, and maybe even
give the presidency a shot.
However, Finnie found that
politics would conflict with
his values.
“I discovered at a certain
point that politics would be
a good thing for change, but
at the expense of my conscience. I backed out of that

opportunity there and spent
a lot of time in the things of
the Lord,” said Finnie. “I pursued the riches in the Bible
and spent a lot of time reading church history and biographies of men and women
of God and that really took
me into another realm, into a
deeper way about the things
of Christ.”
Outside of school, he
spends time with his four
kids and grandson. At this
stage in his life, Finnie would
describe himself as joyful,
eager, connected, exploring
and fulfilled.
“I have a deep sense of fulfillment and a love for what I
am doing and being around
people,” said Finnie. “It’s as
if I’d rather not be anywhere
else in the world.”

Rarely available awesome
apartments for EWU Students!
Across the street from EWU Campus at 111–119 N. 9th Street.
Fully Furnished, All Utilities Included plus Wifi and Basic Cable,
Off Street Parking, Private suites with private baths and in-bedroom
TV’s furnished. Granite counters and porcelain tile floors.
Individual leases for 10 Months to 2 years.

“The nicest place in Cheney for EWU Students to live”
www.premierstudentliving.com
509-235-1928
Cliff Thompson – The Ivy
2x3, Spec Ad
ADVERTISING\ARCHIVE\CFP ‘14\APRIL ‘14\Cliff Thompson –
The Ivy
KR

like we do, then you
know he would certainly be doing that if he
were able to,” Rooster
Teeth concluded.

About 30 faculty, staff and students,
primarily women of color, congregated
in Monroe 205 on Feb. 10 to listen and
participate in a “Real Talk” event titled
“Black Women’s Strength, Resilience
and Dedication: Conversations with
Black Spokane Women.”
The event was hosted by Fetlew
Gebreziabher, a junior journalism major.
Gebreziabher took the chair off the side and
introduced her panelists, Dr. Gloria Baynes
Ph.D and professor Rachel Doležal, both of
the Africana Education Program, and Lanae Dedmond, a non-traditional freshman,
student leader and mother.
The panelists discussed the challenges and stigmas around single,
black motherhood, the challenges of
raising young, black men in the United
States and the fear that the names of
their own boys could become the next
protest hashtag.
“When Treyvon Martin was killed,
[my son] was the same age, same height,
same weight as Treyvon … and his favorite candy was always Skittles,” said
Doležal. “It’s not just, ‘That could be my
child,’ but, ‘That is my child.”
Doležal also related an incident
where she reprimanded her 12-yearold son for nearly exiting their home
by the front door with his pellet gun.
“That stays in the back,” she told him.
“You leave out the back door.” A couple
weeks later, Tamir Rice, a 12-year-old
black boy in Cleveland, Ohio, was shot
by police while playing with a similar
model of pellet gun in a park.
“It becomes frightening to realize
there’s a very small margin for error
with our black sons,” said Doležal.
The panelists shared other challenges
of raising black children, including the
assumptions of teachers.
“They have low expectations of them.
… The same thing is happening today as
in the 1960s,” said Baynes, whose
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think
summer

With more than 500 summer courses
at EWU, the opportunities are endless.
Summer classes are condensed into
4- and 8-week sessions, enabling you
to finish faster.

Start planning now.
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CANVAS:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
Colbert said while not having Canvas
caused some inconveniences, the professors
who did not use Canvas were equally successful in teaching their material versus the
teachers who did use Canvas.
“In one of my classes, my professor did
not use Canvas, and it was hard to track your
grade,“ said Colbert. ”You had to do it the
old-fashioned way, but it did give a higher
incentive to be in class and be very attentive
because the classroom was the only place to
get your information from.“
Joe Cronrath, a junior biology major, has
been at Eastern for three years and mirrors
Colbert’s frustration with the lack of access to
grades in those situations.
Cronrath said Canvas is a great classroom
system to use and when professors did not use
Canvas, it caused problems because students
have come to rely on it for checking grades.
Without Canvas, students never know how
they are doing in a course.
Professor James Kieswetter taught history for 46 years at Eastern before retiring
last year.
Kieswetter said there is not a big difference
between Canvas and traditional methods for
posting information to the classroom in terms
of content, except with Canvas, a wider audience can be reached.
“Canvas and similar programs can open
all sorts of doors for other resources,“ said
Kieswetter. ”Finding aides from the library
and looking for bibliographic information are
some of the useful features Canvas supports.“
Kieswetter said when other teachers use
Canvas for exams, there is a lack of assurance regarding academic integrity because
there is no way of knowing that students
are taking the quiz on the other side of
the screen. This is one of the reasons why
Kieswetter never used Canvas.
“When I taught, I wanted personal contact
with the individual students I was teaching,“
said Kieswetter. ”When I would grade their
book review papers, I would sit down with
them and go through their work, trying to
correct it and help them with their writing.“

REAL TALK:

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
sister and son were both
assumed to be poor readers
despite reading above grade
level in elementary school.
Dedmond discussed the
challenges of dating as a black
woman and simultaneously
trying to find positive male
role models for her son.“I have
high standards; I’m very protective,“ she said.
“Right now, I have my godfather, and he’s not black, he’s
actually white. That’s probably the closest thing they have
to [a father figure],“ said Ded-

mond, acknowledging that
male role models for her kids
by necessity cannot always
take the form of a romantic
partner for her.
All three women agreed
that a variety of issues, including perceived competition between African-American men
and African-American women, incarceration, unemployment and cultural notions of
male leadership add tension to
intraracial gender relations.
The conversation lasted well
over an hour and the panelists
lingered afterward to offer audience members the chance to
continue the conversation.

Photos contributed by the Africana Studies Department
Speakers at Real Talk event on campus.

Police Beat

Like us on Facebook.

facebook.com/TheEasterner
Feb. 2
12 p.m.

Assault
Serving the EWU community since 1916
Address:

The Easterner
EWU, Isle Hall 102
Cheney, WA 99004

Purchasing:
The first copy of The Easterner is free. Additional
copies may be purchased
at Isle Hall 102 during staff
hours.

About your paper:

Writer's meetings:

All content in The Easterner
is either produced or chosen by EWU students. Our
goal is to provide relevant
information to the students,
faculty, staff and residents of
the communities surrounding EWU.

All content in The Easterner
is either produced or chosen by EWU students. Our
goal is to provide relevant
information to the students,
faculty, staff and residents of
the communities surrounding EWU.

Circulation:

News line:

Renee Houchin
advertising@ewu.edu
509-359-7010

The Easterner publishes a
weekly print version as well
as web content during the
week at www.EasternerOnline.com. The Easterner is
distributed throughtout the
Cheney campus and business
district as well as Riverpoint
and various Spokane businesses. If you would like The
Easterner to be distrubuted
at your business call the Advertising Department at 509359-7010

editor-in-chief

news editor

distributer

Nicole Ruse
easterner.editor@gmail.com
509-359-6737

Jasmine Kemp
easterner.news@gmail.com

Griffin Stiles

Advertising:
If you would like to place
an ad or classified ad, call
509-359-7010, FAX 509359-4319 or send an email
to advertising@ewu.edu

Advertising Manager:

managing editor
Nathan Peters
easterner.me@gmail.com
509-359-4318

eagle life editor
Jaclyn Archer
easterner.eaglelife@gmail.com

sports editor

online editor

Samuel Deal
easterner.sports@gmail.com

Brian Patterson
easterner.online@gmail.com

opinion editor

chief copy editor
Eric Long
easterner.copy@gmail.com

art director
NOW HIRING
easterner.photo@gmail.com

staff adviser
Gary Graham

Zoë Colburn
easterner.opinion@gmail.com

online sports editor
Fetlew Gebreziabher

fgebreziabher@gmail.com

copy desk

Jessica Miklas
Claire Simpson

If you have a tip, letter to the
editor, press release or an
idea for a story, please call
The Easterner tip line at 509359-6270 or the general office line at 509-359-4318.

Two male students were arguing and pushing each other in Hargreaves Hall. The investigation is ongoing because one of the suspect’s
location is unknown.

Feb. 3

11:14 p.m.

Marijuana

A CA noticed the smell of marijuana on the third floor of Dressler
Hall and notified the police. A group of people were gathered in the
room and the resident of the room admitted to having marijuana and
a pipe. The room was searched, leading to the underaged student being cited and released for being in possession of less than 40 grams
of the substance.

Feb. 4

11:58 a.m.

Vandalism

It was reported that a resident at the Townhouse Apartments had
parked their car in the lot and when the individual came back two
days later, one of the windshield wipers had been snapped off.
Because the time of the incident is unknown, there are no leads or
suspects.

Feb. 6

10:42 a.m.

Hit and Run
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An elderly woman in a brown Ford Taurus hit one of Eastern’s John
Deere Gators parked in the EWU Surplus Store at 120 G Street. She
did not realize that she had struck it and drove off, leaving $200
worth of damage. The investigation is ongoing as her location is
unknown.

Feb. 7

1:49 a.m.

Assault

A CA in snyamncut Hall reported an argument that broke out into a
fight when a student made statements about the victim’s father, who
is a Spokane police officer, calling the father a “pig.” The victim
began to feel threatened as the student became aggressive and,
thinking that he was about to be kicked, punched the aggressor on
the cheek.

Feb. 7

2:09 a.m.

Alcohol

A highly intoxicated student was discovered passed out in front of a
toilet in the bathrooms on the sixth floor of Morrison Hall. The fire
department came and established that he was well enough to stay in
his room, but the 19-year-old was cited for a minor in possession.
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Core curriculum needs more diversity
By ZoË Colburn
opinion editor
The American education system has made strides in
diversity in the last 40 or so years,
but we still have a long way to go.
One of the worst offenses in modern education is how diversity
requirements are introduced, but
very little actual change is made to
mainstream curriculums.
For example, here at EWU we
have a Cultural Diversity requirement. For this requirement, the
2014-2015 course catalogue lists
Colburn
37 different classes, from which a
student must choose one, with subjects including race,
gender, sexuality, disability and everything in between.
“... [W]e deal with a lot more than just gender, and I
think you’ll find that almost all the gender and cultural
diversity courses on that list will deal with those issues,”
said Sally Winkle, Ph.D., director of Women and Gender
Studies. “In that sense, that’s really important that students get that perspective, that they get that knowledge
because they may not get it in other courses.”
And while many of those 37 courses will discuss
issues beyond the initial issue, the problem remains
that many GECR courses that are not a part of that
diversity requirement are focused primarily on white,
western accomplishments. And due to the nature of
receiving a college education with constantly climbing tuition prices preventing students from being able
to learn for the sake of learning and making college
more of a race than an educational institution, most

students will not be able take more than the one required diversity class.
Because the changes made to the core curriculum
are small and can sometimes appear to do the bare
minimum in terms of recognizing minorities, the actual
widening of a given student’s cultural perspective is
fairly small. For example, in my 10th grade 20th century
history class, we continued to focus primarily on the
achievements of white European or American people,
with little discussion of the work of undeniably important African-American people. Ida B. Wells and W.E.B.
du Bois were little more than footnotes in a 500-page
textbook, despite how much they did for the civil rights
movement in the United States. That’s unacceptable.
However, if the introduction of a diversity credit
was conjoined with a significant change to the curriculum of, say, a 20th century American history course
to discuss more accomplishments from minorities,
then more students would be able to get a wider view.
It really isn’t that hard to recognize the problem and
work to make classes more integrated. Last quarter,
my American Literature survey professor found a way
to include African-American writers, Native American writers, women writers and every intersection of
the three.
And she isn’t the only professor who makes an
effort to be inclusive. “It’s not unusual for me to get
comments from students that they’re surprised they
learned so much about race in a communication and
gender class,” said Elizabeth Kissling, Ph.D., a Women and Gender Studies professor. “And I think that’s a
good thing.”
It is hard to argue that education has gotten better
about integrating stories and histories from minorities, but that doesn’t mean there isn’t still work to do.

The struggle to make education as wide-reaching and
inclusive as possible is a long one, but a rewarding one.
“... I think that we just have to keep pushing as we
do the general education reform, and as we do curriculum development projects, we have to make sure we
do as much integration and collaboration as possible,”
said Winkle.

Illustration by Joseph Weedon

Colleges should pick up the slack in sex education
By Jaclyn Archer
eagle life editor
Given the varied values and taboos
surrounding sexuality in the U.S., it can
be extremely difficult for educators to
teach sex education to a diverse group
of other peoples' minor-aged children.
The result of the
sex-ed controversy in
the U.S. is that adults
are starting college
with an inadequate
understanding of
sexuality, gender and
relationships. Ironically, controversy
supposedly born out
of concern for the
health of American
Archer
teenagers has stunted the very education that promotes
their sexual health.
According to Elizabeth Kissling,
Ph.D., of EWU’s Women’s and Gender
Studies Program, studies have shown
that “kids that are well informed, that
have comprehensive, age-appropriate
sex education actually tend to be more
likely to postpone [sex], to be less likely
to engage in risky sexual behaviors,
than kids who have no sex education.”
Many organizations in the U.S.

are working to promote comprehensive sex education at the elementary,
middle school and high school levels.
However, the discussion over what
is age-appropriate and the layers of
debate surrounding the ethics and goals
of sex education are often complicated
and heated, leading me to think that, in
the meantime, the issue should be approached at the college level.
“What passes for sex education is
usually about reproduction and disease,” said Kissling “They’re not coming to college with a lot of knowledge.”
According to Kissling, the majority
of students who took an eighth-gradelevel survey on sexuality were unable
to answer all the questions correctly.
“It’s the legacy of the abstinenceonly education of the mid-[1990s],” said
Kissling, “You have a couple of generations graduating from high school thinking that contraceptives don’t work.”
So why not educate students once
they arrive at college? Why not make
sex education a part of the required
curriculum for college graduation?
In the absence of a robust sex education, many students find answers online.
“The internet is a wonderful place,”
said Alex Hernandez, an EWU student
who sat in on the Sexual Diversity
Panel for Sexual Health Awareness
Week on Feb. 10.

Hernandez was responding to my
question about how the members of the
panel found information about their respective orientations and gender identities when sex education in both public
and private schools in the United States
tends to be heteronormative.
“Oh, and Tumblr!” piped up another
panelist, to nods and affirmative murmurs
from both the panel and the audience.
“I learn so much from Tumblr,” said
Suzy Halberstadt, a junior and women’s
and gender studies major.
I’d asked the question because I
wondered if others, like me, had absorbed the bulk of their sexual education not in the classroom, but in informal venues such as internet discussion
boards, teen health websites, Facebook
groups and blogs. It seemed most of
them had.
Of course, when I was doing all this
independent research, I wasn’t looking
into anything outside the heteronormative sphere. At the time, I believed
myself to be a straight, cisgender woman
and simply wanted to understand my
sexuality apart from the guilt, the purity
culture and the focus on consequences
that characterized my middle school sex
education. So I took to the internet.
It was a perilous education, but good
research skills and resources from people like YouTube educator Laci Green

letters to the editor
receive an array of financial-aid and related
information. Bailey’s legislation would expand how the information is delivered.
“Nationally, student debt is over $1.2
trillion and demonstrates a need to educate
students about the real costs of signing on the
dotted line,” Bailey said. “The collective effects of so many graduating with significant
debt will hurt not just individual students but
our economy. We are seeing delays in young
people buying homes, starting families and
other major events because they are saddled
with student debt.”
Washington college students graduate
with an average $24,418 in debt, creating a rip-
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Requirements:

Student-debt crisis shows need for more education
OLYMPIA … As chair of the Senate Higher Education Committee Sen. Barbara Bailey
has been working to make college more accessible and affordable. To address concerns
about rising student debt, Bailey, R-Oak Harbor, has introduced Senate Bill 5349, aimed
at having students participate in face-to-face
seminars to increase their financial literacy.
Bailey’s bill was approved Tuesday by the
Higher Education Committee and is waiting
for a public hearing before the Senate Ways
and Means Committee.
State law already requires students receiving the State Need Grant, a program for lowto moderate-income Washington students, to

and online resources like Scarleteen and
Everyday Feminism saw me through.
But not every teenager has private
access to the internet, the research
skills to separate myth from fact and
the blind luck to run into communities
that will embrace their questions and
answer them kindly and knowledgably.
What sex education teenagers do get is
often limited to mechanics, neglecting
the variety of sexualities, orientations,
gender identities and essential concepts
like consent, personal readiness for
sexual activity and the dynamics of a
healthy relationship.
If sex education were taught in college, students could be given the tools
to better understand their own sexuality, empathize with the spectrum of
sexual diversity and engage in healthy
adult relationships.
Better late than never.

ple effect in the economy by forcing students
to delay major life purchases and events.
“Financial literacy is important to our
young adults who have access to easy money without maybe thinking of the long-term
consequences,” Bailey said. “I want our students to have access to an affordable college
education and I’m working to make that happen. For those that need to borrow to pay for
school, we need to be sure they have all the
information.”

By Sen. Barbara Bailey
10th District, Oak Harbor, Washington
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Greek organizations support academics
By Nathan Peters
managing editor
Freshman at Eastern should join Greek organizations to set themselves up best for academic success.
I fear for freshmen who come here unknowingly
unprepared for the academic and
social demands on campus. Doing
poorly in classes and receiving
low grades can result in less marketability for financial aid resources. Fraternities and sororities offer
unique academic resources for
young college students.
My freshman year of college
I attended community college,
which is also called junior college. It’s called this for a reason,
Peters
it’s a step between high school
and a four-year university. I was successful at community college because it acted as that half step,
preparing me for life at Eastern.
My close friend ended up going straight to Cornell University after graduating from high school.
Her freshman year is now full of regrets: Poor decisions leading to terrible grades, which in turn lead to
a low GPA she has tried improving ever since.
Just as my friend wasted her first year at college
and inhibited her future academic GPA from being acknowledgeable, I worry about the campus’ freshmen.
All Greek chapters on campus have a minimum cumulative GPA to join their house, then another quarterly
minimum requirement GPA to maintain membership.
Once a freshman joins a chapter, they are held accountable for their academics and are pointed toward
resources within the organization and on campus.
Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity is recognized by
their national headquarters as a Residential Learning Community (RLC); this title is a long process to
apply for and earn. It means the Washington Gamma

chapter has structured itself around building a more
don’t have a GPA requirement to participate and
influential living-learning environment for its memmaintain affiliation. They also don’t provide as great
bers. SigEp strives to be a partner in higher educaof academic encouragement as Greek organizations
tion, partnering with the university to better its mem- for students.
bers, the campus and the Cheney community.
Older members “helped me find what I need
The SigEp Washington Gamma chapter has over
to better myself,” said Ahlora Pannkuk, Alpha Phi
50 active members, each holding majors across the
sorority member. She said her chapter has multiple
spectrum at Eastern. As a SigEp, I know I can go to the positions for women to fill that are in charge of
other visual communication design majors and minors academic support. If a girl’s grades dip below their
for help on homework, questions about projects and
minimum GPA requirement, she would be placed on
advice about classes and professors.
a scholarship plan where she has to meet with her
Of the 50 SigEp men, it’s more than
professors, attend extra library study
likely that one of them has taken a
hours and attend other activities like a
“[The academic
General Education Core Requirement
PLUS tutoring group to improve grades.
plan] is not just
(GECR) course that a freshman must
She said she registers for classes with
take. With such a larger membership
about studying for her sisters, so they can take the classes
in the chapter, there are more opportutogether. Especially for the GECR coursclasses, but how
nities for help and collaboration with
es, Pannkuk said most of the juniors and
we set oursevles
classes and homework for students,
seniors have taken them so they share
up for the future.” textbooks and help with homework.
including freshmen.
Alex Stutzman is a member of Phi
Katie Sweeney is a former executive
Delta Theta fraternity. Along with
board member of her sorority, Alpha
holding the scholarship chair position
Xi Delta, and is an EWU administrative
Alpha Xi Delta
in the fraternity, he is the associate
community adviser. Sweeney said her
sorority member
judge on the ASEWU Superior Court.
national headquarters and her chapter
Stutzman said he graduated high
switched to a new academic plan sysschool with a 3.97 cumulative GPA, but
tem. She said the new system is based on
he began struggling with his course load at Eastern
points where the sisters earn points for their academwithin the first couple of weeks.
ic plan by meeting with their professors, applying for
Once he joined his fraternity, Stutzman found the internships, studying in the library and other activihelp he needed to get his grades back up. He said
ties that serve to improve grades. “[The academic
there was “just a wealth of knowledge and people
plan] is not just about studying for classes, but how
you just didn’t have in the dorms because everyone’s we set ourselves up for the future,” said Sweeney.
a freshman or sophomore, or at least you don’t know
These are examples of how Greek organizations
who’s going to be good at … whatever you are taking are structuring themselves around preparing their
as a freshman.”
members for life after college. This is why freshmen
I think it’s helpful to have a minimum requirement
need to join Greek organizations, especially when
GPA as a basis to exceed and a group of people striving coming to Eastern directly after high school.
for the same academic goals and successes. Stutzman
said, “They push you to be the best you can be.”
Most student clubs and organizations on campus

Katie Sweeney

New Spokane petition could repeal city ordinance
By Aaron Bocook
contributing writer
Excuse me, are you registered to vote?
We’ve all been asked — at the downtown Spokane bus plaza, leaving the
grocery store and even on the steps of
the EWU PUB. The next time you are
asked, be careful what you scrawl your
name on.
Last October, the Spokane City
Council voted 5-2 in favor of a new city
ordinance that states, “No Spokane City
officer or employee shall inquire into
the immigration status of any person or
engage in activities designed to ascertain
the immigration status of any person.”
The ordinance is new, but the idea is
not. It is Spokane Police Department policy and was for the last decade, according
to council president Ben Stuckart.
Stuckart said the council vote simply
made it a municipal code. He said the
real benefit to the new code is that it
increased the knowledge of the local community about policy that was
already in place and let immigrants,
undocumented or not, know they have
a voice in the community.
However, some voices in the community are loud and not always the
most informed.
Just over one month ago, an unruly
crowd of naysayers at the now-infamous council meeting shouted out their
protest in an angry mob-like manner,
blaming “illegal aliens” for high taxes,
disease and even invoking the slippery
slope of terrorism.
Maybe they forgot that Timothy
McVeigh, a U.S.-born, white, Catholic Army veteran killed 168 people in
Oklahoma City with a truck bomb, the
deadliest terrorist attack in America
before 9/11.
Maybe they forgot about the diseases brought to the New World by
white Europeans that decimated the
populations of Native tribes in just a
few hundred years.

Or maybe they weren’t aware that
undocumented immigrants, most of
whom are just trying to cash in on the
long-heard promise of the American
dream, pay taxes at the pump, when
they purchase food and through their
employers’ tax ID numbers.
Maybe they forgot that these are
people: families, worshipers, students
and, like it or not, community members.
That is, perhaps, the most important
aspect.
As members of the community, it
is crucial to be able to report crimes
without fear. It is not good practice for
anyone in the community to not report
crime for fear of being deported. That
is why the police had their internal
policy, and that is why the ordinance
was passed.
Mike Fagan, one of two city council
members who initially voted against
the ordinance, is among the crowd that
fears the tax burden, diseases and the
alleged threat of terrorism brought on
by so-called illegal aliens.
His main concern does seem to be
the taxes; these concerns, however, are
based on a report from the Federation
for American Immigration Reform,
stating that the estimated 275,000 undocumented immigrants in Washington
cost the state $2.7 billion a year. Fagan
said he “issued a challenge for someone to scrutinize the heck out of the
report”due to its estimated data, but
still believed the numbers are too high
even if they were cut in half.
Fagan said in an email interview
that he made two motions to repeal
the ordinance without the collection of
voter signatures, both of which failed.
With the help of organizer Jackie
Murray, a member of Respect Washington, an organization well-known for
its work to toughen immigration laws,
the initiative to repeal the ordinance
was filed with the city and there is a
new petition on the streets — one that
compromises what we have built in
America and what we are building in

Spokane: sanctuary.
We are not alone. Over 100 cities and
counties in the U.S. have such laws in
place, including Seattle and King County.
Around 14,000 signatures have to be
gathered for the initiative to appear on
the ballot in November.
So, if you are asked, please do not
sign this petition. Initiatives like this
one are destroying the American dream.
Some of us still believe in that
bronze plaque stamped on the Statue
of Liberty. Maybe the problem is that

those of us that have never yearned
to breathe free take our way of life for
granted; it’s not just for “us.” What we
have built in America is for everyone.
And that includes “them.”
“However you come to our country,
you should be welcome,” said Stuckart.
“We should be encouraging diversity,
not discouraging it.”

Illustration by Joseph Weedon

The Easterner is now hiring for
the Art Director position.
Visual Communication Design majors and minors are preferred, but all students are
encouraged to apply. Email easterner.me@gmail.com for more information.
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Friday Women’s tennis EWU vs. Sacramento St. • Sunday Women’s tennis EWU vs. Whitman

Men’s tennis defeats Whitworth
and Spokane Community College
By Elohino Theodore
senior reporter
The EWU men’s tennis
made their home debut in a
doubleheader against Whitworth University and Spokane
Community College on Feb. 7.
Head coach Steve Clark
talked about the experience of
playing at home after starting
the season on the road.
“We’ve made a lot of changes to the facility,“ said Clark.
”So we wanted to be able to
bring people in. I think we had
a pretty good turnout. Overall,
I think it was about 100 people
[at the matches].“
The Eagles defeated Whitworth, 7-0, in the first part of
their doubleheader.
Eastern started the day off
with doubles matches. No. 1
doubles team, sophomore Robert Dula and redshirt junior Eduardo Martinez, defeated Whitworth’s No. 1 doubles team, 6-3.
The Eagles‘ No. 2 doubles
team, consisting of freshman
Vuk Vuckovic and sophomore
Wacil Bendjelti, defeated Whitworth’s No. 2 doubles team, 6-2.
The No. 3 doubles team,
junior Eduardo Bringold and
junior Luke Thompson, defeated Whitworth’s final doubles
team, 6-4.
Martinez talked about event
and on-court preparation prior
to the home competitions.
“Well, we’ve had pretty intense practices [last week],“
said Martinez. ”We prepared
everything; we invited a lot of
people; we handed out fliers.“
No. 1 player Dula started off
the singles matches by going
up against Whitworth’s sophomore Drew Brigham. Dula defeated Brigham, 6-1, 6-1.
Dula talked about his mental performance during the day.
“I felt very good,“ said Dula.
”Me personally, I’ve been practicing really well. I believe in myself, and I have high confidence.“
The No. 2 singles match resulted in a 6-3, 6-3 victory for
Vuckovic over Whitworth’s
junior Chris Engelmann.
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No. 3 player Martinez won
his singles match, 6-0, 7-5.
No. 4 player Bringold defeated his opponent, 6-2, 7-5. No.
5 player Bendjelti got a victory against Whitworth, 6-2,
6-2. In the last singles match
against Whitworth, No. 6
player Thompson won his
match 6-2, 6-0.
Clark mentioned improvements that his players can make
in their game.
“We’ve got to volley better;
we’ve got to make more returns,“ said Clark. ”The things
we got to work on is, in our
doubles, is definitely making
more returns, be more aggressive. In singles, is just making
sure that when we got [opponents] down, we keep it going.“
In the second part of their
double header, the Eagles dominated Spokane Community
College, 7-0.
Vuckovic and Martinez won
the first doubles match against
Spokane Community College,
6-2. Bringold and Thompson
followed with a victory of 6-1.
Senior Stefan Farrar and sophomore Luke Ness won in the last
doubles match of the day, 6-0.
In the singles matches
against SCC, Vuckovic won
his second singles match of the
day, 6-0, 6-0. Martinez won 6-2,
6-0 in the No. 2 singles match.
In No. 3 singles, Bringold won
6-1, 6-2.
For No. 4 singles, Bendjelti
defeated his opponent, 6-0, 6-0.
Thompson won 6-1, 6-0 in
the last No. 5 singles match of
the day. Finally, redshirt sophomore Rendell Burghart won the
last No. 6 singles match, 6-0, 6-0.
After the first half of the
doubleheader, coach Clark still
expected more from his team.
“I wasn’t happy with the
way some of the guys played,“
said Clark. ”Some of the guys
just stepped up and went full
throttle, and some of the guys
were way too tentative.“
Eastern will go up against
the University of Northern Colorado in a Big Sky matchup on
Feb. 20.

McDonald
invited to
the NFL
By Sam Deal
sports editor

Photo by Anna Mills
Vuk Vuckovic returns the hit in match against Whitworth.

Eagles safety Tevin McDonald will join 27 Football
Championship Subdivision
players at this year’s NFL
combine in Indianapolis on
Feb. 17-23.
Representatives
from
every NFL team are at the
combine evaluating over
300 NFL hopefuls. McDonald and the other defensive
backs invited will work out
on Feb. 23, where they will
run through several workouts testing their athleticism and strength.
McDonald finished 2014
on the Big Sky All-Conference first team after a record
setting 78 total tackles, three
forced fumbles and three interceptions.
He was the only player
from Eastern to be invited
to the combine and will
be joined by University
of Montana defensive end
Zach Wagenmann. The
two were the only players
invited from the Big Sky
Conference.
In last year’s draft, 19
FCS players were selected,
two of whom played for Big
Sky schools.
McDonald will be attempting to follow the
footsteps of his father Tim
McDonald, who was selected in the second-round
of the 1987 NFL draft.
Tevin McDonald’s brother
T.J. McDonald was also
chosen in the third-round
of the 2013 NFL draft. All
three played the Safety
and Tim McDonald was a
six-time NFL All-Pro.
Before the season, in an
interview with the Easterner, head coach Beau Baldwin said, ”You can tell he
grew up around football.
He knows the game. He
loves the game. He understands the game.“
The draft is being held in
Chicago, April 30 to May 2.

Athletes commit to EWU football for class of 2015
By Fetlew Gebreziabher
online sports editor
As a FCS powerhouse, it is not surprising EWU football had yet another successful year on national signing day, Feb. 4.
EWU’s class of 2015 will welcome in
21 new athletes next fall, including Ketner
Kupp from Davis High School in Yakima,
Washington, brother of wide receiver AllAmerican Cooper Kupp, hometown defensive lineman Keenan Williams from
Cheney High School and linebacker Trevor
Davis Jr. from Tumwater High School.
Ketner Kupp will come in as a linebacker and head coach Beau Baldwin insisted
the brothers are much different.
“Ketner [Kupp] was a team captain and
is a tough, old-school type of player. He is
one of those players who love the game,

THIS COULD
BE YOUR
BUSINESS...

and it’s special what he brings to the table,“ said Baldwin. ”He’s a natural leader
and doesn’t shy away from anything. I also
see him contributing and being a big part
of our special teams early in his career no
matter what his role is on defense. He has
that attitude and tenacity to both run and
hit at a high level.“
Ketner Kupp finished his high school
career with 61 solo tackles and 6.5 sacks.
He was named by the Seattle Times as
one of the top 100 prospects in the state of
Washington and was named to the AP allstate football team.
Much like Ketner Kupp and Cooper
Kupp, whose great-uncle also played
for EWU in the ’80s, some of the signees
have familiarity with family members and
coaches who were once part of the EWU
football program.

Out of the 21 recruits, the main concern
was the offensive line, who will have seven
seniors on next year’s roster. Baldwin said
it was important to prepare for the future
on their line.
“Like any year, we have holes to fill at
every position,“ said Baldwin. ”But with
most of those positions, you are talking
about one to three recruits at the very most.
Offensive line was the one area we set out
to sign a large number of student-athletes.“
Stockton, California’s Tristan Taylor was one of the highly-recruited offensive linemen, according to Baldwin’s
presser. The head coach described him
saying, ”He’s a big player who is very
light on his feet in the mold of All-American Jake Rodgers.“
According to goeags.com, Taylor was
named the San Joaquin Athletic Associa-

tion Offensive Lineman of the Year. He was
also a first-team selection on the MaxPreps
All-Sac-Joaquin Central Section team.
Out of the 21 signees, 13 are from Washington state, but Baldwin and staff were
able to garner out-of-state recruits as well.
Credit the Eagles program’s success that
attracts California-native athletes to play
for Baldwin in Cheney, Washington.
It also helps that quarterback Vernon Adams Jr., a Pasadena, California,
native, in his 37 games as an Eagle has
thrown 110 touchdowns for over 10,000
yards help running an offense. Also, former EWU and current Oakland Raiders
cornerback Taiwan Jones, who is from
San Francisco, is a former Eagle turned
professional in the NFL.
“There’s some uniqueness with this
class for us,“ said Baldwin.

Live without regrets,
Learn without borders.

advertise with us today.

adver tising@ewu.edu

Discover where you’ll study
abroad at usac.unr.edu

USAC
studyabroadusac@

page

SPORTS

10

February 11, 2015

EWU basketball defeats Montana on all fronts

Drew Brandon, No. 22, dribbles the ball on EWU territory.

Photo by Anna Mills

Men’s basketball quick game trip a win
By Elohino Theodore
senior reporter
The EWU men’s basketball team competed against Montana and Montana State
on the road on Feb. 5 and 7.
Eastern’s first test on the team’s quick,
two-game road trip was against the University of Montana. The Eagles defeated
the Grizzlies, 75-69, without their leading
scorer, junior guard Tyler Harvey, who had
a quadricep contusion. This victory snapped
a 12-game losing streak against Montana on
the road.
Senior guard Drew Brandon talked
about the Eagles‘ losing streak at Montana.
“I haven’t been here as long as these other guys, but I know it’s tough to win at that
place,“ said Brandon. ”And we showed a lot
of heart and toughness to grind out a win
against a very good team.“
Head coach Jim Hayford told goeags.
com about the determination of the team before the game.
“Without [Harvey], the team said we
were going to take on this challenge on the
road,“ said Hayford. ”We wanted to show
Montana that we can guard too. We did what
we had to do to win a big game on the road.“
The Eagles got started quickly in the
game. Eastern led up until the 4:20 mark in
the first half, Montana ended up leading by
two points, 24-22. Eastern managed to get
back on top at the 1:58 mark with a jump
shot by junior forward Venky Jois. Brandon
knocked down a 3-pointer with 1:12 remaining to give the Eagles a halftime lead, 33-29.
In the beginning of the second half, Eastern made two 3-pointers, to lead 39-34. The
Eagles led for nine minutes, until the Grizzlies tied the game, 49-49, with 12:24 remaining. EWU, soon after, went on a quick 7-0
run to lead 59-52, with 9:34 remaining in the
game. Eastern’s largest lead in the second
half was nine points, 69-60.
Eastern led throughout the rest of the

second half and earned the victory with free
throws from Brandon and Jois. The Eagles
shot 51 percent for the game while scoring
22 points in the paint. Eastern also shot 45.8
percent behind the 3-point line.
With Harvey’s absence, Brandon took
over the scoring duties by matching his
career-high with 27 points. He also had six
rebounds, five assists and two steals.
“When I saw opportunities to score, I
took them,“ said Brandon. ”And [Montana
was] leaning out on other shooters, which
is why I had the lanes and the space to take
more shots in this game.“
Sophomore forward Felix Von Hofe
finished with 12 points. Jois had 12 points,
nine rebounds, seven assists, two blocks
and four steals.
Eastern defeated Montana State, 61-51,
to finish an overall sweep against the two
Montana universities.
“We came in here and gutted it out,“
Hayford told goeags.com. ”We held them to
32 percent shooting in the game.“
It was a close game throughout the first
half. Montana State was within three to six
points until the 7:43 mark when Eastern increased their lead to nine points, 22-13.
Near the end of the first half, Montana
State cut into Eastern’s lead with four minutes remaining. At halftime the Eagles led by
one, 35-34.
In the second half, EWU went on a 17-3
run after being down by eight points to
lead 54-48. The Eagles held Montana State
to 17 points in the second half and 20 percent shooting.
Eastern ended up getting the victory by
holding the Bobcats to only six points in the
final minutes of the game.
Brandon finished with 15 points, 12 rebounds and six assists. Jois had 13 points and
six rebounds. Sophomore forward Ognjen
Miljkovic had 11 points and five rebounds.
EWU will compete against Sacramento
State at home on Feb. 12.

Photo by Anna Mills
Tisha Phillips, No. 20, makes her way toward the basket in game against Montana.

Women improve record for Big Sky play
By Brandon Cline
staff writer
EWU women’s basketball improved its
record to 6-4 in Big Sky conference play
with a pair of wins over the University of
Montana and Montana State University.
The wins positioned EWU into sole position of fourth place in the Big Sky.
The University of Montana, first place
in the Big Sky, visited EWU on Feb. 8 in
a game that EWU desperately needed to
win as they were in the midst of a fourgame losing streak. The Eagles got off to
a slow start, falling behind 2-8 early in the
first half. EWU fought back, though, tying
the game at halftime.
“I thought we just stayed determined
and we battled, and we weren’t going to
let ourselves get down because we needed
this win,“ said senior guard Jade Redmon.
The Eagles came out determined in
the second half, grabbing a 53-43 lead off
a jump shot by Marly Anderson with 6:58
remaining.
Following EWU’s performance in the
first half, the Grizzlies scratched and clawed
to get back in the game, cutting the Eagles‘
lead to just three points with 5:38 left. EWU
countered Montana’s 7 point run with a
seven-point run of their own, leading by 10
with only 1:13 remaining.
Montana would continue to fight as
their full-court press forced three EWU
turnovers in 19 seconds, including one
with just two seconds left while down
three points. Rather than shooting a 3
pointer to try to send the game to overtime, Montana’s Kellie Rubel made a
layup as time expired, giving EWU
a 65-64 win.
“I think we could have done a little bit
better. We obviously turned the ball over a
couple times; they cut the lead down from
ten to three. That’s definitely one area
we can improve on, but I’m just glad we

pulled the win out,“ said Redmon, who
finished the game with 13 points, seven
rebounds and five assists.
Hayley Hodgins was the leading scorer
for the Eagles, finishing with 14 points to
go along with two rebounds, two steals
and three blocks.
EWU took on Montana State at Reese
Court on Feb. 7, where they again found
themselves off to a slow start, trailing
MSU, 27-28, at halftime. Delaney Hodgins
and Redmon shot a combined 8-14 (57.1
percent) in the first half, while the rest of
the team shot 4-18 (22.2 percent).
“I thought we were getting really
good looks on that end of the floor in the
first half, and I told the team to continue to work because we’re too good of a
shooting team not to shoot it better in the
second half, and that’s pretty much what
we did,“ said coach Wendy Schuller.
Just like the game against the University of Montana, EWU pulled away in the
second half and had a 15-point lead with
6:49 left in the game. This time, EWU never came close to relinquishing the lead,
winning 72-58 against an outmatched
Montana State squad.
Redmon was key for the EWU win,
finishing with 22 points on 7-9 shooting 6-6 from the free-throw line , while
grabbing five rebounds with two assists
and two steals as well. Lexie Nelson
scored 14 points, all of which came in
the second half, while dishing out three
assists as well. Melissa Williams stuffed
the stat sheet, scoring seven points
while having 11 rebounds, three assists
and four steals.
EWU hits the road this weekend to take
on Sacramento State and Portland State before returning to Reese Court for another
pair of Big Sky conference games against
Southern Utah University and Northern
Arizona University, their only regular season meeting with the two teams.

Graphic by William Hayden
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Poor sportsmanship looms over classic Super Bowl
The NFL has seen finer moments. The Super Bowl proved as
much. While the game itself was a
classic, off-the-field problems clouded the greatness
of the game.
Near the end
of the game, after
the outcome was
already decided,
a fight broke out
between the two
Brandon Cline teams.
Filled with
frustration of losing the biggest
game of their professional lives,
some members of the Seattle defense went full speed on a mean-

ingless play. Some New England
players took offense to that, and
within no time, haymakers were
being thrown in the end zone.
The Seahawks‘ Bruce Irvin was ejected and fined
$10,000 for starting the fight,
while teammate Michael Bennett, as well as the Patriots‘
Rob Gronkowski and Michael
Hoomanawanui, were fined
$8,268 for striking opponents,
the NFL announced on Feb. 6.
Admittedly, I was too angry
to care at the time, but as I look
back on it, all involved should
be ashamed. To his credit, Irvin
apologized at his locker after

the game, saying, ”I was protecting a teammate, emotions
flew. I saw somebody hit Mike
Bennett, so I went and backed
up my brother. I went about it
wrong. Emotions were flying
high, and I apologize.“
Apologies are nice, but as my
mom says, ”If you were truly sorry, you wouldn’t have done it.“
The embarrassing moment
also took attention away from a
nice gesture between two of the
game’s best: Seahawks cornerback
Richard Sherman and Patriots
quarterback Tom Brady. Rather
than being involved in the scuffle,
Sherman and Brady shook hands.

The move was somewhat surprising, as there’s been a fiery
history between the two for three
seasons. In a game between the
Seahawks and Patriots in 2012,
Sherman tweeted, and later deleted, a meme of himself and
Brady, captioned ”U Mad Bro?“
In a press conference after the
game in 2012, Sherman said, ”Every TV timeout, I went up and
said it right to [Brady]: ’Please
keep trying me. I’m going to take
it from you.‘ That was when they
were winning. He just gave me
that look and said, ’Oh, I’ll see
you after game.‘ Well, I made
sure I saw him after the game.“

It was a great sight to see
between two of football’s great
warriors.
But nice gestures like that were
far and few between by the teams.
In the Patriots‘ Super Bowl parade
on Feb. 4, LeGarrette Blount posed
for a picture while holding up a
shirt that said ”[expletive] Mode“
on it, a slight towards Seahawks
running back Marshawn Lynch,
whose nickname is ”Beast Mode.“
Immature moments like that,
and the fight at the end of the
game, are why some people are
staunchly against supporting the
NFL and its billion dollar industry. One can hardly blame them.

